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PREFACE.

5 HE Siphalese Grammar called the ‘Sidatsan- -
t  gara’ was compiled by a learned Buddhist.
Priest, who presided over the Patiraja-Pirivena,.
a Buddhist college, some six hundred years ago.
It has been taught by Sinhalese teachers to their-
pupils with respect and devotion ever since its
compilation. Although the ‘Sidatsangara'® can:
be highly commended for the nice arrangement
of its rules (stitras) and examples, yet the language
in which it is written is beyond the compre-
hension of beginners in grammar. T have there-
fore attempted in this work to provide those,
who are as yet not acquainted with ¢ IElu’ the
ancient language of Ceylon, with a grammar
written in language more familiar to them. This
book consists of  all the useful and important
rules given in the ¢ Sidatsangara ' as well as othre
information essential to a knowledge of modern
Siphalese. Most. of the grammars of Oriental
languages give roots, genders &c. at the begin-
ning of the book, but in this work I have given
them in the latter part of it, as I consider such
matter too difficult for beginners. The easier:
portions are placed at the begiuning and the pupil -
is gradually led into the more difficu lt.

If grammatical terms, permutation, or any other
portion is required to be taught first by the



il

‘Education Department,. the selection of such
portions can be casily made and taught.

I mention with thanks the kind help given me by '
The Reverend Thero H. Devamitto. Vice-Principal
of the Vidyédaya College, Colombo, in examining |
ithe last proofs ‘of this book while it was going

- ‘through the press.

D. E. J.
TRAINING SCHOOL,
KaANDY,
20th July, 1902.
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